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The  Elec%on  Debate  Visualisa%on  project  

•Aim:  to  empower  democra/c  ci/zenship  by  making  poli/cal  media  events    
more  accessible  and  engaging,  and  by  giving  viewers  tools  to  make  sense   
of  complex  poli/cal  argumenta/on  and  debate.  

•How:  Poli/cal  Communica/on,  Computa/onal  Linguis/cs,  Collec/ve  Intelligence    
and  Design  brought  together  to  provide  enhanced,  interac/ve  online  debate  replays.  
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and  Design  brought  together  to  provide  enhanced,  interac/ve  online  debate  replays.  

Like  YouTube,  with  fancy  visualisa7ons  of  complex  analy7cs.
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and  Fair  Play

+

Manual  Annotation  of    
Dialogue  Act  Functions  and    

Content  Features

Rules  of  Engagement  
(76  in  2010;  28  in  2015)
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Democra%c  En%tlements

Qualitative  research:  citizens’  
perceptions  of  election  debates

12  focus  groups  conducted  at  Leeds:  

• Disengaged  Voters      
• Committed  Party  Supporters    
• Undecided  Voters    
• First-­‐time  Voters    
• Active  Users  of  the  Internet    
• (Performers)  

Male/Female;  8~10  people  per  group
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Democratic  entitlements
1. Be  respected  as  a  rational  and  independent  decision-­‐

maker 

2. Be  able  to  evaluate  political  claims  and  make  an  
informed  decision 

3. Feel  part  of  the  debate  as  a  democratic  cultural  event 

4. Be  able  to  communicate  with  and  be  recognised  by  the  
leaders  who  want  to  represent  me  

5. Be  able  to  make  a  difference  to  what  happens  in  the  
political  world    
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•Not  with  the  rules  of  the  broadcasters  and  poli/cal  par/es,   
but  with  the  rules  of  the  ci/zens. 
 

As  before,  only…
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•Sta5c  obliga5ons:  role-­‐based  allowed  and  disallowed  dialogue  acts. 
 
Example:  

-­‐ Speaker  must  not  insult  the  audience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Rules  formalised  to  capture  discourse  obliga/ons:
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Init-Inform
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite
On-Topic   |  Off-Topic
Accurate   |  Inaccurate
New        |  Repeated

Init-InfoRequest
Follows    |  Interrupt
Polite     |  Impolite
On-Topic   |  Off-Topic
Neutral    |  Loaded
Reasonable |  Unreasonable
New        |  Repeated

Resp-Inform
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite
Relevant   |  Irrelevant
Accurate   |  Inaccurate
New        |  Repeated
Complete   |  Incomplete

Coding  scheme

Resp-Accept
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite

Resp-Reject
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite

Init-Cue
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite

Init-Greeting
Follows    |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite

Resp-Greeting
Follow     |  Interrupts
Polite     |  Impolite
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Evalua%on  through    
Instant  Audience  Feedback

A  method  for  gauging  audience  responses    
to  political  media  events  in  real-­‐time

• Controlled  and  nuanced  

• Engaging,  voluntary  and  non-­‐intrusive  

• Suitable  for  analytics  and  visualisations
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Current  and  Future  Work

•Annota/on  and  visualisa/on  of  the  April  UK  elec/on  debates  
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                    Reliability:  inter-­‐annotator  agreement  study   
            Validity:  correla/on  with  instant  audience  feedback  

http://edv-project.net


Brian  Plüss  and  Anna  De  Liddo edv-­‐project.netECA  Lisbon  2015,  9-­‐12  June

Current  and  Future  Work

•Annota/on  and  visualisa/on  of  the  April  UK  elec/on  debates  

•Evalua/on 
 

                    Reliability:  inter-­‐annotator  agreement  study   
            Validity:  correla/on  with  instant  audience  feedback  

•Explore  automa/on  of  annota/ons
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